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plays of Bhasa bear great similarity to the stories in Brihatkatha. It is generally believed that these points may refer to the legends about Udayana as handed down by tradition and not to the actual work of Gunadhya. There are, however, some scholars who take Gunadhya as a predecessor of Kalidasa and Bana* Somadeva mentions Satavahana as the patron of Gunadhya. On the above grounds some assign hits to a period not later than the first century A. 0,          >
Tt is alleged in two of the adaptations of the original that Gunadhya wrote his work in the Paisachi dialect, having completely renounced th^ use of Sanskrit as a result of a rash wager with Sarvavarman, the famous author of Katantra grammar. Dandin also testifies to the fact that the original was composed in this dialect; but no trace of the original can be found anywhere now. There are various legends about the origin of Brihatkatha, and one of them is narrated by Somadeva. Lord Siva was once narrating to Parvati, in privacy, the stories of the seven Vidyadhara Chakravartins. One of his attendants, Pushpadanta, who happened to overhear it communicated it to his wife Jaya, a servant of Parvati. Jaya narrated it to many of her female friends till at- last Parvati came to know of the indiscretion of Pushpadanta and cursed him to be born as a mortal for his fault His brother Malyavan who • intervened on his behalf incurred a similar sentence. On the entreaties of Jaya, Parvati set a limit of time to the effect of the? When Pushpadanta in his human form njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
